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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.97(i), the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO- 1449. 



1. The references were cited in a counterpart foreign applications. An English 
language version of the European Search Report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. 



IS 



2. Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent oflBce in a counterpart application, and 
this communication was not received by any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than 
thirty days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 



ResMctfuUy submitted. 
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Cite 
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Name 



1 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
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Document Number 



Date 



Country 



With 
English 

Abstract 



With 
English 

Translation 



EP0 858 no Al 



08/12/1998 



EUROPE 



XX 



EP0 421 869 Al 



04/10/1991 



EUROPE 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 
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Cite 
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(Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: 



Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not co nsidered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ^ 
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